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August 28, 2017 

 

Susan D. Cochran, Ph.D., M.S. 

2016-2017 UCLA Academic Senate Chair 

UCLA Professor of Epidemiology and Statistics 

3125 Murphy Hall 

Los Angeles, CA 90095-1408 

scochran@senate.ucla.edu 

cochran@ucla.edu 

 

Re:  Allegation of Research Misconduct by UCLA Professor Michael Jerrett 

 

Dear Chair and Professor Cochran: 

 

I am writing you because you are the current UCLA Academic Senate Chair and because you are 

a UCLA Professor of Epidemiology and Statistics.  I am writing regarding a very important issue 

involving the integrity of epidemiology and statistics research at UCLA and UC.  I request that 

you fully assess my November 11, 2016 “Allegation of Research Misconduct by Dr. Michael 

Jerrett and Co-Authors” (http://scientificintegrityinstitute.org/ORIJerrett111116.pdf).  This 23-

page PDF includes a one-page summary of my allegation of research misconduct (falsification), 

one table that summarizes the falsification by showing the included and omitted data, and 21 

pages of basic documents that support my allegation.  Extensive additional details are contained 

in the URLs cited in the allegation.  The allegation is further supported by recent evidence 

presented in my March 23, 2017 ICCC-12 lecture, my March 28, 2017 Dose-Response article, 

and my May 12, 2017 US EPA comments regarding the Regulatory Reform Agenda as per 

Presidential Executive Order 13777. 

 

Specifically, I want to know if the totality of my evidence satisfies the definition of 

“falsification” as stated in UCLA Policy 993 and in Public Health Service Policies on Research 

Misconduct: “omitting or changing data such that the Research is not accurately represented in 

the Research Record.”  This request has special significance because it challenges the validity of 

fine particulate matter research used to justify regulations that have had multi-billion dollar 

economic impacts in California and the United States since 1997, as explained above.     

 

Until I receive a response to the contrary, I will assume that you disagree with my allegation and 

that you support the validity of the research by Dr. Jerrett and Co-Authors relating fine 

particulate matter to total mortality.  To know for sure, it is essential that you send me your 

professional assessment of my allegation of misconduct regarding this epidemiology and 

statistics research.  

 

I have copied several former UCLA Academic Senate Chairs who have familiarity with me, 

academic freedom, and/or research integrity at UCLA and UC. 

 

Thank you very much for your prompt consideration and response. 

 

mailto:scochran@senate.ucla.edu
mailto:cochran@ucla.edu
http://scientificintegrityinstitute.org/ORIJerrett111116.pdf
http://climateconferences.heartland.org/james-enstrom-iccc12/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1559325817693345
http://scientificintegrityinstitute.org/EPA051217.pdf
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Sincerely yours, 

 
James E. Enstrom, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

UCLA and Scientific Integrity Institute 

Los Angeles, CA 90024 

http://scientificintegrityinstitute.org 

jenstrom@ucla.edu 

 

 

cc:  1993-1994 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Carole E. Goldberg <goldberg@law.ucla.edu>  

       1998-1999 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Vickie M. Mays <maysv@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu> 

       2004-2005 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Kathleen L. Komar <komar@ucla.edu>  

       2006-2007 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Vivek Shetty <vshetty@ucla.edu>  

       2008-2009 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Michael S. Goldstein <msgoldst@ucla.edu> 

       2010-2011 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Ann R. Karagozian <ark@seas.ucla.edu> 

       2011-2012 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Andrew F. Leuchter <afl@ucla.edu>  

       2012-2013 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Linda P. Sarna <lsarna@sonnet.ucla.edu> 

       2017-2018 UC Academic Senate Chair Shane N. White <snwhite@dentistry.ucla.edu> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://scientificintegrityinstitute.org/
mailto:jenstrom@ucla.edu
mailto:goldberg@law.ucla.edu
mailto:maysv%40nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu
mailto:komar@ucla.edu
mailto:vshetty@ucla.edu
mailto:msgoldst@ucla.edu
mailto:ark%40seas.ucla.edu
mailto:afl@ucla.edu
mailto:lsarna%40sonnet.ucla.edu
mailto:snwhite%40dentistry.ucla.edu
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Susan D. Cochran <scochran@senate.ucla.edu> 
Susan D. Cochran <cochran@ucla.edu> 

 

 

Carole E. Goldberg <goldberg@law.ucla.edu>  

Vickie M. Mays <maysv@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu> 

Kathleen L. Komar <komar@ucla.edu>  

Vivek Shetty <vshetty@ucla.edu>  

Michael S. Goldstein <msgoldst@ucla.edu> 

Ann R. Karagozian <ark@seas.ucla.edu> 

Andrew F. Leuchter <afl@ucla.edu>  

Linda P. Sarna <lsarna@sonnet.ucla.edu> 

Shane N. White <snwhite@dentistry.ucla.edu> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bcc: Milloy, Young, Phalen, Malkan, Soon, Briggs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:scochran@senate.ucla.edu
mailto:cochran@ucla.edu
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mailto:komar@ucla.edu
mailto:vshetty@ucla.edu
mailto:msgoldst@ucla.edu
mailto:ark%40seas.ucla.edu
mailto:afl@ucla.edu
mailto:lsarna%40sonnet.ucla.edu
mailto:snwhite%40dentistry.ucla.edu
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http://directory.ucla.edu/search.php  

 

Sun Aug 27, 2017 | Weather: 71ºF / 21ºC  

 

 Campus: 
 Directory 

 Map 

 Academic 

Calendar

 

Basic Search | Advanced Search 

Find a person / department at UCLA 
cochran

 

People Search: found 10 records 

Name/Title Email Phone Department Dept Code 

     

     

     

     

     

Cochran, Susan D. 

Prof  

310-206-9310 Pub Hlth-Epid 1935 

Cochran, Susan D. 

Chair, Academic Senate 2016-17 
  310-206-3803 Academic Senate 5350 

 

Name Cochran, Susan D. 

Title Chair, Academic Senate 2016-17 

Department Academic Senate 

Address Murphy Hall, 3125 

Mail Code 140801 

Admin Code 5350 

Phone 310-206-3803 

US MAILING ADDRESS: 

Susan D. Cochran 

UCLA Academic Senate 

BOX 951408, Murphy Hall, 3125 

Los Angeles, CA 90095-1408  

Download vCard 

 Emergency Info 
 Campus Evacuation Areas 

   

 Operator: 310-825-4321 

http://directory.ucla.edu/search.php
http://www.atmos.ucla.edu/component/option,com_wrapper/Itemid,147/
http://directory.ucla.edu/
http://www.ucla.edu/map/
http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/calendar/
http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/calendar/
http://directory.ucla.edu/search.php?searchtype=advanced
http://directory.ucla.edu/search.php#e3937a685f92e4e29651abd71117c8315
mailto:cochran%40ucla.edu
http://directory.ucla.edu/search.php#ef0e9e0e0d6a4f5009cd5849977af5e6d
http://directory.ucla.edu/vcard.php?qid=Rk49Q29jaHJhbiUyQytTdXNhbitELg%3D%3D%26Tj1Db2NocmFuJTNCK1N1c2FuJTNCK0Qu%26QURSO1dPUks9JTNCK1VDTEErQWNhZGVtaWMrU2VuYXRlJTNCK0JPWCs5NTE0MDgrTXVycGh5K0hhbGwlMkMrMzEyNSUzQitMb3MrQW5nZWxlcyUzQitDQSUzQis5MDA5NS0xNDA4%26VElUTEU9Q2hhaXIlMkMrQWNhZGVtaWMrU2VuYXRlKzIwMTYtMTc%3D%26T1JHPUFjYWRlbWljK1NlbmF0ZQ%3D%3D%26VEVMO1dPUks9MzEwLTIwNi0zODAz&fn=Cochran%2C+Susan+D.
http://map.ais.ucla.edu/go/campus-safety
http://maps.ucla.edu/campus/?a_layers=lyr_evac
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[2007-2008 UCLA Academic Senate Chair Elizabeth Ligon Bjork] 

 

 

 

 

As you know, the first version of this same allegation was submitted to UCLA Chancellor Gene 

D. Block on August 15, 2014 and I have made several requests in 2015 and 2016 to get the 

allegation properly evaluated by the UCLA Research Integrity Officer in accord with UCLA 

Policy 993.  After reviewing the documents submitted since August 15, 2014, but not the specific 

documents in the attached PDF, you concluded on October 17, 2016 that “Dr. Enstrom’s charges 

against Professor Michael Jerrett do not constitute allegations of research misconduct.” 

 

[I request that you reconsider your conclusion after making a careful comparison of Dr. Jerrett’s 

September 1, 2013 AJRCCM paper with his October 28, 2011 CARB Final Report and after 

reading the detailed 2011 and 2013 criticism of his research.  My one-page summary and one-

page table of results make a strong case that Dr. Jerrett has falsified the relationship between fine 

particulate matter and total mortality in California in his 2013 AJRCCM paper by deliberately 

omitting: 1) the null findings in his 2011 Report, 2) other null findings that he published during 

2000-2011, and 3) the null findings that other authors published during 2000-2011.] 

 

Dr. Jerrett’s published claim of a positive relationship between fine particulate matter and total 

mortality in California is being used as a primary public health justification for the $38.2 billion 

SCAQMD 2016 Air Quality Management Plan. 

 

My August 15, 2016 public comments to the SCAQMD Health Effects Officer & ucla sph Grad 

Ghosh explained that it is inappropriate for SCAQMD to use this claim of a positive relationship 

when there is overwhelming evidence that no relationship exists in California  

(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/library/clean-air-plans/air-quality-mgt-

plan/Draft2016AQMP/2016-aqmp-appendix-i-comment-letter) (letter #7). 

 

 

[In order to get an independent formal assessment of my allegation, I have submitted it to the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Research Integrity.  In addition, I am 

seeking assessments from several scientists, including UCLA professors and air pollution experts 

in Washington, D.C.] 

 

[has epidemiologic training (  ) and be my UCLA mentor Lester Breslow, M.D., M.P.H., held her 

in high regard..  I have had a long career at the UCLA School of Public Health, but we have 

never met.  I am the only scientific collegiage of Dr. Breslow to be mentioned in his April xx, 

2012 NYT obituary (  ).] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/library/clean-air-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan/Draft2016AQMP/2016-aqmp-appendix-i-comment-letter
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/library/clean-air-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan/Draft2016AQMP/2016-aqmp-appendix-i-comment-letter
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cc:  

Mary Jo Spaulding <mspaulding@conet.ucla.edu>;  

bcc:  

William H. Cormier <bcormier@capnet.ucla.edu>;  

Jody Heymann <jody.heymann@ph.ucla.edu>;  

Beate R. Ritz <britz@ucla.edu>;  

Jo Kay Ghosh <jghosh@aqmd.gov>;  

Matthew A. Malkan <malkan@astro.ucla.edu>;  

Stan Young <stan.young@omicsoft.com> 

mailto:mspaulding%40conet.ucla.edu

