
April 23, 2018 
 
The Honorable E. Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
Re: Don’t Restrict EPA’s Ability to Rely on Science 
 
Dear Administrator Pruitt, 
 
As scientists and technical experts, we urge you to cease any plans to restrict the types of science that the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can use in regulatory decisionmaking. EPA can only adequately 
protect our air and water and keep us safe from harmful chemicals if it takes full advantage of the wealth of 
scientific research that is available to the agency.  
 
Recent news reports1 suggest that you plan to adopt restrictions on research similar to those contained in 
two pieces of proposed legislation (the Secret Science Reform Act and the HONEST Act), which have both 
repeatedly failed to pass Congress for several years for good reason.2 Multiple major scientific societies 
repeatedly came out strongly against the legislation at the time. “We urge caution in setting laws that 
submerge science beneath politics,” they wrote.3  
 
Proponents for these radical restrictions purport to raise two sets of concerns: reproducibility and 
transparency. In reality, these are phony issues that weaponize ‘transparency’ to facilitate political 
interference in science-based decisionmaking, rather than genuinely address either. The result will be 
policies and practices that will ignore significant risks to the health of every American. 
 
First, many public health studies cannot be replicated, as doing so would require intentionally and 
unethically exposing people and the environment to harmful contaminants or recreating one-time events 
(such as the Deepwater Horizon oil spill). Second, there are multiple valid reasons why requiring the release 
of all data does not improve scientific integrity and could actually compromise research, including 
intellectual property, proprietary, and privacy concerns. Further, EPA has historically been transparent in 
demonstrating the scientific basis of its decisions, so the public can hold the agency accountable to establish 
evidence-based safeguards; any changes should be made with the full consultation with and support of the 
scientific community.  
 
There are ways to improve transparency in the decisionmaking process, but restricting the use of science 
would improve neither transparency nor the quality of EPA decisionmaking. If fully implemented, this 
proposal would greatly weaken EPA’s ability to comprehensively consider the scientific evidence across the 
full array of health effects studies. This would negatively impact EPA public protections that reduce levels of 
lead, harmful chemicals, and fine particle pollution, among others.  
 
Again, we urge you to stop any plans to restrict the science that EPA can use in decision-making across the 
board or on any specific issue, and instead to protect the integrity of science at EPA.  We stand by ready to 
help EPA fulfill its science-based mission to protect public health and the environment. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The undersigned, 
985 scientists 



 
 
Cc:  
Matthew Z. Leopold, General Counsel  
William Wehrum, Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation  
Dr. Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator for Science  
Neomi Rao, Administrator, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs  

 
 
 

1 https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/daily-caller-scott-pruitt-will-end-epas-use-secret-science-justify-regulations  
2 https://blog.ucsusa.org/gretchen-goldman/scott-pruitt-will-restrict-the-epas-use-of-legitimate-science  
3 https://mcmprodaaas.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-
public/HR%201430%20HONEST%20Act%20Multisociety%20Letter%20of%20Concern.pdf 
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Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

 Joel Bennett, M.D. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

Joseph Bridy, M.S. 
Philadelphia, PA 19148 
 

 Thomas Campbell, M.S. 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 
 

 Jeffrey Carey, Ph.D. candidate 
Philadelphia, PA 19128 
 

Bobb Carson, Ph.D. 
Coopersburg, PA 18036 
 

 Garry Chick, Ph.D. 
Port Matilda, PA 16870 
 

 David Christiansen, M.D. 
Mechanicsville, PA 18934 
 

Sharon Conway, M.S. 
Moscow, PA 18444 
 

 John Cooper, Ph.D. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
 

 Brenda Daily, Ph.D. 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
 

Shubham Das, Ph.D. candidate 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

 John Dawson, Ph.D. 
York, PA 17403 
 

 Carsten Dr. Skarke, M.D. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

Sol W Englander, Post doc 
Malvern, PA 19355 
 

 Gordon N. Fleming, Ph.D. 
State College, PA 16803 
 

 James Foskett, Ph.D. 
Ardmore, PA 19003 
 



Katherine Heflin, M.S. 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
 

 Michelle Homan, Ph.D. 
Erie, PA 16541 
 

 Mitchell Hunter, Ph.D. candidate 
State College, PA 16803 
 

Alandra Kahl, M.S. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 
 

 Barbara Knickerbocker, Ph.D. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
 

 Sravya Kotaru, Ph.D. candidate 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

Michael Lampson, Ph.D. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

 Christopher Langmead, Ph.D. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 
 

 Roger Latham, Post doc 
Rose Valley, PA 19086 
 

Victor Lidz, Ph.D. 
Chesterbrook, PA 19087 
 

 Richard W. Lighty, Ph.D. 
West Chester, PA 19382 
 

 Gregory Lowry, Ph.D. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
 

Michael Marks, Ph.D. 
Ardmore, PA 19003 
 

 Douglas Mason, M.S. 
Port Matilda, PA 16870 
 

 Kelly Matthews, Ph.D. 
Manheim, PA 17545 
 

Meagan Mauter, Ph.D. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
 

 Molly McGuire, Ph.D. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
 

 Steven Meister, M.D. 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
 

Lenore Melmeyer, Ph.D. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
 

 Joe Moore, Post doc 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
 

 Thomas H Pritchett, M.S. 
Easton, PA 18042 
 

Jessica Robbins, Ph.D. 
Philadelphi, PA 19146 
 

 Ruth Roberts, M.S. 
Irwin, PA 15642 
 

 Daniel Safer, Ph.D. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 

Robert Schwartz, M.D. 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 
 

 Emidio Sivieri, M.S. 
Philadelphia, PA 19118 
 

 Edward Thornton, Post doc 
Swarthmore, PA 19081 
 

Cecilia Tommos, Ph.D. 
Glen Mills, PA 19342 
 

 Brent Turner, Ph.D. 
Gwynedd, PA 19436 
 

 Louise Walker, B.S. 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
 



Jay Wilson, B.S. 
Turtle Creek, PA 15145 
 

 Walter Yerk, Ph.D. candidate 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
 

 Marie-Helene Delmestre, Ph.D. 
San Juan, PR 00926 
 

James McCandless, M.S. 
Mayaguez, PR 00680 
 

 Sheila Ward, Ph.D. 
Trujillo Alto, PR 00976 
 

 Susan Brady, Ph.D. 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
 

Julian Drix, M.P.H. 
Providence, RI 02905 
 

 Richard Einig, Ph.D. 
East Greenwich, RI 02818 
 

 Carol Hall-Walker, M.S. 
Providence, RI 02908 
 

Rainer Lohmann, Post doc 
Narragansett, RI 02882 
 

 Jared Minkel, Ph.D. 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
 

 Alan Wartenberg, M.D. 
Providence, RI 02906 
 

Ezra Cates, Ph.D. 
Greenville, SC 29615 
 

 Timothy Daniel, M.S. 
Easley, SC 29642 
 

 John Dean, Ph.D. 
Travelers Rst, SC 29690 
 

David Freedman, Ph.D. 
Clemson, SC 29631 
 

 Jessica Furrer, Ph.D. 
Columbia, SC 29206 
 

 Shulong Li, Ph.D. 
Spartanburg, SC 29301 
 

Eleanor O'Meara Hare, Ph.D. 
Clemson, SC 29631 
 

 Robert Sutton, M.S. 
Sunset, SC 29685 
 

 Keith Walters, Ph.D. 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
 

Robert A. Dries, M.S. 
Spearfish, SD 57783 
 

 Vsevolod Gurevich, Ph.D. 
Nashville, TN 37221 
 

 Murray Heimberg, M.D. 
Memphis, TN 38111 
 

Steven Line, M.S. 
Chattanooga, TN 37406 
 

 Greg Loflin, M.S. 
Knoxville, TN 37920 
 

 R Kenneth Reece, Ph.D. 
Knoxville, TN 37922 
 

Cynthia Rohrbach, M.S. 
Summertown, TN 38483 
 

 Jeff Wardeska, Ph.D. 
Johnson City, TN 37604 
 

 Martha Riherd Weller, Ph.D. 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
 



Carlos Alvarez, M.P.H. 
Austin, TX 78749 
 

 Karen Hill, M.D. 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
 

 Lee Huber, Ph.D. 
Rockwall, TX 75087 
 

Karl Kibler, M.S. 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
 

 Troy Ladine, Ph.D. 
Marshall, TX 75670 
 

 Astrid Layton, Ph.D. 
College Station, TX 77845 
 

Benjamin Liles, Ph.D. 
Salado, TX 76571 
 

 Jerry Lobdill, M.S. 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
 

 Ernest Lundelius, Ph.D. 
Austin, TX 78731 
 

Edward Main, M.S. 
Houston, TX 77098 
 

 Rania Milleron, Ph.D. 
Austin, TX 78731 
 

 Celeste Monforton, M.S. 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
 

David Naegeli, Ph.D. 
San Antonio, TX 78251 
 

 Tom Rehm, M.S. 
Humble, TX 77346 
 

 Debora Rodrigues, Ph.D. 
Houston, TX 77041 
 

Kevin Rolfes, M.S. 
Austin, TX 78737 
 

 Catherine Rondelli, Post doc 
Houston, TX 77083 
 

 Melanie Sattler, Ph.D. 
Arlington, TX 76010 
 

Bill Shirley, M.S. 
Houston, TX 77007 
 

 Louis C Smith, Ph.D. 
Houston, TX 77098 
 

 Lauren Stadler, Ph.D. 
Houston, TX 77006 
 

Stephen Taylor, M.D. 
Rockwall, TX 75032 
 

 Ray C. Telfair II, Ph.D. 
Whitehouse, TX 75791 
 

 Diane Teter, M.S. 
Edinburg, TX 78539 
 

James Vogel, Ph.D. 
Spring, TX 77379 
 

 Betty Graupe, M.S. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
 

 Duane Jeffery, Ph.D. 
American Fork, UT 84003 
 

William Johnson, Ph.D. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
 

 James Viney, M.D. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84108 
 

 Jennifer Weidhaas, M.S. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84108 
 



Katherine Banchoff, M.S. 
Alexandria, VA 22304 
 

 Geoffrey Bays, M.S. 
Alexandria, VA 22312 
 

 Philip Burks, Ph.D. 
North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
 

Helen Cathro, M.D. 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
 

 Bruce Collette, Ph.D. 
Casanova, VA 20139 
 

 Becky Daiss, M.S. 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 

Peter Dezendorf, Ph.D. 
Reston, VA 20194 
 

 Ruth Douglas, Ph.D. 
Charlottesville, VA 22911 
 

 Norman Dowling, Ph.D. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

Felicia Etzkorn, Ph.D. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

 Richard Ezike, Ph.D. 
Alexandria, VA 22315 
 

 Joshua Gant, M.D. 
Arlington, VA 22206 
 

Harriet Hirsch, M.S. 
Vienna, VA 22182 
 

 Robert Huggett, Ph.D. 
Seaford, VA 23696 
 

 Takeshi Imajo, M.D. 
Richmond, VA 23221 
 

Pierrette Lacoste, M.S. 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
 

 William Leiserson, Ph.D. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

 John Little, Ph.D. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

Preston Manning, M.D. 
Staunton, VA 24401 
 

 Elizabeth McClellan, Ph.D. 
Radford, VA 24141 
 

 Wayne Moyer, Ph.D. 
Norge, VA 23127 
 

Rekha Nadkarni, M.S. 
McLean, VA 22102 
 

 Duncan M. Porter, Ph.D. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

 Heather Powell, Ph.D. 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
 

James Reid, M.S. 
Woodberry Forest, VA 22989 
 

 Craig Rightmire, Ph.D. candidate 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
 

 Gary Schafran, Ph.D. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 
 

Mark Schonbeck, Ph.D. 
Floyd, VA 24091 
 

 Malcolm Scott, Ph.D. 
Arlington, VA 22202 
 

 Glenn Shean, Ph.D. 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
 



James Smith, Ph.D. 
Charlottesville, VA 22911 
 

 Betsy Southerland, Ph.D. 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
 

 Mike Tessieri, M.S. 
Manakin Sabot, VA 23103 
 

Gary Timm, M.S. 
Herndon, VA 20170 
 

 Peter Vikesland, Ph.D. 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 
 

 Martin Zahn, M.S. 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
 

Clove Haviva, Post doc 
Warren, VT 05674 
 

 Monika Ivancic, Ph.D. 
Burlington, VT 05408 
 

 Mark Kelley, M.S. 
Randolph Center, VT 05061 
 

Marc Lapin, Ph.D. 
Cornwall, VT 05753 
 

 Paul Montane, Ph.D. 
Arlington, VT 05250 
 

 Robert Schmitt, M.S. 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
 

Steven Webster, M.S. 
Underhill, VT 05489 
 

 David Bixler, M.D. 
Lake Forest Park, WA 98155 
 

 Joost Businger, Ph.D. 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
 

James Clark, M.S. 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258 
 

 Charles Cody, M.S. 
Pullman, WA 99163 
 

 Richard Cordray, Ph.D. 
Redmond, WA 98052 
 

David Cosman, Post doc 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
 

 James Davis, Ph.D. 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
 

 Wendy Dickerman, M.S. 
Vancouver, WA 98685 
 

Gena Dilabio, Ph.D. 
Mount Vernon, WA 98274 
 

 David Edwards, M.D. 
Olympia, WA 98506 
 

 Keith Elkon, M.D. 
Seattle, WA 98144 
 

Richard Ellison, M.S. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
 

 Antoinette Emch-Deriaz, Ph.D. 
Vancouver, WA 98683 
 

 Richard Gammon, Ph.D. 
Langley, WA 98260 
 

Steven Gary, M.S. 
Seattle, WA 98118 
 

 Lise Grace, M.S. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
 

 Jay Groepper, M.D. 
Spokane, WA 99224 
 



Dick Hamlet, Ph.D. 
Camas, WA 98607 
 

 Tim Hesterberg, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
 

 Peter Hodum, Post doc 
Tacoma, WA 98407 
 

William Houston, M.S. 
Ravensdale, WA 98051 
 

 Judith Jacoby, M.P.H. 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 

 Robert Jamieson, Ph.D. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
 

Jeffrey Johnston, Ph.D. 
Olympia, WA 98516 
 

 Dorothy Jordan, M.S. 
Lynden, WA 98264 
 

 Andrea Kahn, M.P.H. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
 

Barry Kelman, M.S. 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
 

 Eugene Kiver, Ph.D. 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
 

 Steve Kohl, M.D. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
 

Cathleen Lindsay, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98125 
 

 Alec McDougall, M.S. 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
 

 Patricia Parsley, M.D. 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
 

Dennis Paulson, Ph.D. 
Tacoma, WA 98416 
 

 John Potter, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98118 
 

 Jennifer Purcell, Ph.D. 
Bellingham, WA 98229 
 

Peter Rimbos, M.S. 
Maple Valley, WA 98038 
 

 Mike Rodman, Ph.D. 
Spokane, WA 99208 
 

 Albert Schroeder, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98121 
 

Dan Senour, M.S. 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
 

 Michael Smerdon, Ph.D. 
Pullman, WA 99164 
 

 Eric Strid, M.S. 
White Salmon, WA 98672 
 

James Watson, M.D. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
 

 James Wechsler, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98125 
 

 Reitha Weeks, Ph.D. 
Seattle, WA 98105 
 

M.Marian Wineman, M.S. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
 

 Lewis Anthony, M.D. 
Green Bay, WI 54301 
 

 Jeffrey Byrum, M.S. 
Hortonville, WI 54944 
 



Donald Campbell, Ph.D. 
Dodgeville, WI 53533 
 

 Pat Cole, Ph.D. 
Mineral Point, WI 53565 
 

 Matthew Demars, M.S. 
Madison, WI 53711 
 

Eric Eggers, M.S. 
Waukesha, WI 53188 
 

 Kaj Foget, M.S. 
Madison, WI 53703 
 

 Mary Frantz, M.D. 
Madison, WI 53703 
 

Mark Friesen, Ph.D. 
Madison, WI 53706 
 

 Denise Garvin, M.S. 
Madison, WI 53713 
 

 Steven Girard, Ph.D. 
Madison, WI 53704 
 

Thomas Hall, Ph.D. 
Janesville, WI 53545 
 

 Robert Juracka, M.S. 
Amherst, WI 54406 
 

 Kathleen Karrer, Post doc 
Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 
 

David Knutzen, M.D. 
Waunakee, WI 53597 
 

 Kurt Kroening, Ph.D. 
Hortonville, WI 54944 
 

 Patrick McNamara, Ph.D. 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
 

Judith Meis, Ph.D. 
Brooklyn, WI 53521 
 

 Kelvin Rodolfo, M.S. 
Viroqua, WI 54665 
 

 Gail Schumann, Ph.D. 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
 

Tom Schuppe, Ph.D. 
Fond Du Lac, WI 54937 
 

 Richard Smythe, Ph.D. 
Sister Bay, WI 54234 
 

 Michael Switzenbaum, Ph.D. 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
 

Douglas Szper, M.S. 
Random Lake, WI 53075 
 

 Paul Cassak, Ph.D. 
Morgantown, WV 26508 
 

 David Yelton, Ph.D. 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
 

Ellin Stiteler, M.D. 
Gillette, WY 82718 
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