
 
 
 
January 9, 2019 
 
 
Dan A. Emmett, Esq. 
Chairman, Douglas Emmett, Inc. 
Chairman, Emmett Family Foundation 
1299 Ocean Avenue, Suite 1000 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
https://www.douglasemmett.com/ 
(310) 255-7700 
 
Dear Chairman Emmett, 
 
I have had a long career as an environmental epidemiologist at UCLA and I am writing regarding the 
UCLA Emmett Institute on Climate Change and the Environment (Emmett Institute).  I request the 
opportunity to discuss with you three unethical aspects of the Emmett Institute and its Faculty Director 
Ann E. Carlson (Carlson):  1) November 8, 2018 CEI v. UC Regents Complaint seeking Emmett Institute 
documents linking Carlson and others to the “climate litigation industry;” 2) April 27, 2018 The Two 
Hundred v. California Air Resources Board (CARB) Complaint linking Emmett Institute faculty like Carlson 
to CARB Climate Change (GHG) Policies that are exacerbating extreme poverty in California; and 3) the 
improper political activism described in the April 1, 2012 NAS Report “A Crisis of Competence: The 
Corrupting Effect of Political Activism in the University of California.”  The first two aspects are described 
in detail in the four attached items, which you should read carefully.  The third aspect is described in the 
downloadable NAS Report.  The public has the right to assess and criticize the unethical activities of a 
prominent institute at a public university like UCLA.  Please respond as soon as you can. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of my very serious request.   
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
James E. Enstrom, PhD, MPH, FFACE 
UCLA Research Professor/Researcher (retired) and 
President, Scientific Integrity Institute 
907 Westwood Boulevard #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90024-2904 
jenstrom@ucla.edu 
(310) 472-4274 

https://www.douglasemmett.com/
mailto:jenstrom@ucla.edu
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I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF REQUESTED RELIEF 

A. California’s Greenhouse Gas Policies and Housing-Induced Poverty Crisis 

1. California’s reputation as a global climate leader is built on the state’s dual claims 

of substantially reducing greenhouse gas (“GHG”) emissions while simultaneously enjoying a 

thriving economy. Neither claim is true.   

2. California has made far less progress in reducing GHG emissions than other states. 

Since the effective date of California’s landmark GHG reduction law, the Global Warming 

Solutions Act,1 41 states have reduced per capita GHG emissions by more than California  

3. California’s lead climate agency, the California Air Resources Board (“CARB”), 

has ignored California’s modest scale of GHG reductions, as well as the highly regressive costs 

imposed on current state residents by CARB’s climate programs.  

4. Others have been more forthcoming. Governor Jerry Brown acknowledged in 2017 

that the state’s lauded cap-and-trade program, which the non-partisan state Legislative Analysist’s 

Office (“LAO”) concluded would cost consumers between 24 cents and 73 cents more per gallon 

of gasoline by 2031,2 actually “is not that important [for greenhouse gas reduction]. I know that. 

I’m Mr. ‘It Ain’t That Much.’ It isn’t that much. Everybody here [in a European climate change 

conference] is hype, hype to the skies.”3 

5. Governor Brown’s acknowledgement was prompted by a report from Mother 

Jones—not CARB—that high rainfall had resulted in more hydroelectric power generation from 

                                                 
1 The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (“GWSA”) is codified at Health and Safety Code 
(“H&S Code”) § 38500 et seq. and became effective in 2007. The Act is often referred to as “AB 
32”, the assembly bill number assigned to the legislation. AB 32 required California to reduce 
GHG emissions from a “business as usual” scenario in 2020 to the state’s 1990 GHG emission 
level.  AB 32 was amended in 2017 by Senate Bill 32 by the same author. SB 32 established a 
new GHG reduction mandate of 40% below California’s 1990 GHG levels by 2030.   
2 LAO, Letter to Assembly Member Fong (Mar. 29, 2017), www.lao.ca.gov/letters/2017/fong-
fuels-cap-and-trade.pdf. 
3 Julie Cart, Weather Helped California’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Drop 5% Last Year, 
CALMatters (Dec. 2, 2017), https://timesofsandiego.com/tech/2017/12/02/weather-helped-
californias-greenhouse-gas-emissions-drop-5-last-year/. 
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existing dams than had occurred during the drought, and that this weather pattern resulted in a 5% 

decrease in California’s GHG emissions.4      

6. GHG emissions data from California’s wildfires are also telling. As reported by 

the San Francisco Chronicle (again not CARB), GHG emissions from all California regulatory 

efforts “inched down” statewide by 1.5 million metric tons (from total estimated emissions of 440 

million metric tons),5 while just one wildfire near Fresno County (the Rough Fire) produced 6.8 

million metric tons of GHGs, and other fires on just federally managed forest lands in California 

emitted 16 million metric tons of GHGs.6  

7. Reliance on statewide economic data for the false idea that California’s economy 

is thriving conflates the remarkable stock market profits of San Francisco Bay Area technology 

companies with disparate economic harms and losses suffered by Latino and African American 

Californians statewide, and by white and Asian American Californians outside the Bay Area.  

8. Since 2007, which included both the global recession and current sustained period 

of economic recovery, California has had the highest poverty rate in the country—over 8 million 

people living below the U.S. Census Bureau poverty line when housing costs are taken into 

account.7 By another authoritative poverty methodology developed by the United Way of 

California, which counts housing as well as other basic necessities like transportation and medical 

costs (and then offsets these with state welfare and related poverty assistance programs), about 

40% of Californians “do not have sufficient income to meet their basic cost of living.”8 The 

                                                 
4 Ibid. 
5 California Air Resources Board, 2017 Edition California Greenhouse Gas Inventory for 2000-
2015 (June 2017), https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/data/data.htm. 
6 David R Baker, Huge wildfires can wipe out California’s greenhouse gas gains, SF Chronicle, 
(Nov. 21, 2017), https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Huge-wildfires-can-wipe-out-
California-s-12376324.php. 
7 Liana Fox, The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2016, U.S. Census Bureau Report Number: 
P60-261, Table A-5 (Sept. 21, 2017), 
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-261.html; Dan Walters, Why does 
California have the nation’s highest poverty level?, CALMatters (Aug. 13, 2017), 
https://calmatters.org/articles/california-nations-highest-poverty-level/.  
8 Betsy Block et al., Struggling to Get By: The Real Cost Measure in California 2015, United 
Ways of California (2016), https://www.unitedwaysca.org/realcost. 
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Public Policy Institute of California used a methodology that also accounts for the cost of living 

and independently concluded that about 40% of Californians live in poverty.9  

9. Poverty is just one of several indicators of the deep economic distress affecting 

California. California also has the highest homeless population, and the highest homelessness 

rate, in the nation. According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, about 

25% of the nation’s homeless, or about 135,000 individuals, are in California.10    

10. National homeownership rates have been recovering since the recession levels, but 

California’s rate has plunged to the second lowest in the country—with homeownership losses 

steepest and most sustained for California’s Latinos and African Americans.11    

11. As shown in Figure 1, with the exception of white and Asian populations in the 

five-county Bay Area, elsewhere in California—and for Latino and African American residents 

statewide—incomes are comparable to national averages.  

Figure 1 

Median Income in 2007 and 2017, White, Asian, Latino and Black Populations 

Bay Area, California excluding the Bay Area, and U.S. excluding California 

(nominal current dollars)12 

 

 

                                                 
9 Public Policy Institute of California, Poverty in California (Oct. 2017), 
http://www.ppic.org/publication/poverty-in-california/. 
10 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2017 Annual Homeless Assessment 
Report to Congress, https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf; 
Kevin Fagan et al., California’s homelessness crisis expands to country, SF Chronicle (Sept. 8, 
2017), https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/California-s-homelessness-crisis-moves-to-the-
12182026.php. 
11 U.S. Census Bureau, Housing Vacancies and Homeownership (CPS/HVS), Table 16. 
Homeownership Rates for the 75 Largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 2015 to 2017, 
https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/data/ann17ind.html. See also 2007 and 2016 American 
Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table B25003 series (Tenure in Occupied housing units), 
California, https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
12 Median income estimated from household income distributions for 2007 and 2016 American 
Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table B19001 series, https://factfinder.census.gov/ (using 
the estimation methodology described by the California Department of Finance at 
http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Census_Data_Center_Network/documents/Ho
w_to_Recalculate_a_Median.pdf). 
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12. However, Californians pay far higher costs for basic necessities. A national survey 

of housing, food, medical and other costs conducted by the Council for Community & Economic 

Research showed that in 2017, California was the second most expensive state in the nation (after 

Hawaii), and had a cost of living index that was 41% higher than the national average.13 The LAO 

reported that “California’s home prices and rents are higher than just about anywhere else,” with 

average home prices 2.5 times more than the national average and rents 50% higher than the 

national average.14 Californians also pay 58% more in average electricity cost per KWh hour 

(2016 annual average)15 and about $0.80 cents more per gallon of gas than the national average.16    

                                                 
13 The 2017 survey by the Council for Community & Economic Research was published by the 
Missouri Economic Research and Information Center, 
https://www.missourieconomy.org/indicators/cost_of_living/index.stm.  
14 LAO, California’s High Housing Costs: Causes and Consequences (Mar. 17, 2015), 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx. 
15 U.S. Energy Information Agency, Electric Power Annual, Table 2.10 (Dec. 2, 2017), 
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/ (showing average annual 2016 prices). 
16 American Automobile Association, Regular Gas Prices, http://gasprices.aaa.com/state-gas-
price-averages/, last visited April 25, 2018. 
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13. These high costs for two basic living expenses—electricity and transportation—are 

highest for those who live in the state’s inland areas (and need more heating and cooling than the 

temperate coast), and drive farthest to jobs due to the acute housing crisis the LAO has concluded 

is worst in the coastal urban job centers like the San Francisco Bay Area and Los Angeles.17  

14. An estimated 138,000 commuters enter and exit the nine-county Bay Area 

megaregion each day.18 These are workers who are forced to “drive until they qualify” for 

housing they can afford to buy or rent.  

15. San Joaquin County housing prices in cities nearest the Bay Area, such as 

Stockton, are about one-third lower, even though commute times to San Jose are 77 minutes each 

direction (80 miles and 2.5 hour daily commutes), and to San Francisco are 80 minutes (82 miles 

and 3 hour daily commutes).19 The median housing price in Stockton is about $286,000—still 

double the national average of $140,000—while the median housing price in San Jose is over 

$1,076,000 and in San Francisco is over $1,341,000.20  

16. California’s poverty, housing, transportation and homeless crisis have created a 

perfect storm of economic hardship that has, in the words of the civil rights group Urban Habitat, 

resulted in the “resegregation” of the Bay Area.21 Between 2000 and 2014, substantial African 

American and Latino populations shifted from central cities on and near the Bay, like San 

Francisco, Oakland, Richmond and San Jose, to eastern outer suburbs like Antioch, and Central 

Valley communities like Stockton and Suisun City.22 As reported:  

                                                 
17 LAO, California’s High Housing Costs: Causes and Consequences (Mar. 17, 2015),  
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx. 
18 Bay Area Council, Another Inconvenient Truth (Aug. 16, 2016), 
www.bayareaeconomy.org/report/another-inconvenient-truth/.   
19 Commute times from Google navigation, calculated April 25, 2018. 
20 Zillow, Stockton CA Home Prices & Home Values, https://www.zillow.com/stockton-ca/home-
values/; San Jose CA Home Prices and Home Values, https://www.zillow.com/san-jose-ca/home-
values/; San Francisco CA Home Prices and Home Values, https://www.zillow.com/san-
francisco-ca/home-values/. 
21 Urban Habitat League, Race, Inequality, and the Resegregation of the Bay Area (Nov. 2016), 
http://urbanhabitat.org/new-report-urban-habitat-reveals-growing-inequality-and-resegregation-
bay-area-reflecting-divided; see also LAO, Lower Income Households Moving to Inland 
California from Coast (Sept. 2015), http://www.lao.ca.gov/LAOEconTax/Article/Detail/133. 
22 Id. p. 10-11, Maps 5 and 6. 
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Low income communities of color are increasingly living at the 

expanding edges of our region. . . . Those who do live closer to the 

regional core find themselves unable to afford skyrocketing rents 

and other necessities; many families are doubling or tripling up in 

homes, or facing housing instability and homelessness.23  

17. Los Angeles (#1) and the Bay Area (#3) are already ranked the worst in the nation 

for traffic congestion, flanking Washington DC (#2).24 Yet California’s climate leaders have 

decided to intentionally increase traffic congestion—to lengthen commute times and encourage 

gridlock—to try to get more people to ride buses or take other form of public transit.25 This 

climate strategy has already failed, with public transit ridership—particularly by bus—continuing 

to fall even as California has invested billions in public transit systems.26  

18. Vehicle miles travelled (“VMT”) by Californians forced to drive ever-greater 

distances to homes they can afford have also increased by 15% between 2000 and 2015.27 Serious 

                                                 
23 Id. p. 2.   
24 INRIX Global Traffic Scorecard (2017), http://inrix.com/scorecard/. 
25 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (“OPR”), Updating Transportation Analysis in the 
CEQA Guidelines, Preliminary Discussion Draft (Aug. 6, 2014), 
http://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/Final_Preliminary_Discussion_Draft_of_Updates_Implementing_SB
_743_080614.pdf, p. 9 (stating that “research indicates that adding new traffic lanes in areas 
subject to congestion tends to lead to more people driving further distances. (Handy and Boarnet, 
“DRAFT Policy Brief on Highway Capacity and Induced Travel,” (April 2014).) This is because 
the new roadway capacity may allow increased speeds on the roadway, which then allows people 
to access more distant locations in a shorter amount of time. Thus, the new roadway capacity may 
cause people to make trips that they would otherwise avoid because of congestion, or may make 
driving a more attractive mode of travel”). In subsequent CEQA regulatory proposals, and in 
pertinent parts of the 2017 Scoping Plan, text supportive of traffic congestion was deleted but the 
substantive policy direction remains unchanged. Further, the gas tax approved by the Legislature 
in 2017 was structured to limit money for addressing congestion to $250 million (less than 1% of 
the $2.88 billion anticipated to be generated by the new taxes). See Jim Miller, California’s gas 
tax increase is now law. What it costs you and what it fixes. Sacramento Bee (April 28, 2017),  
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article147437054.html. 
26 See, e.g., Bay Area Metropolitan Planning Commission, Transit Ridership Report (Sept. 2017), 
http://www.vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov/transit-ridership (showing transit ridership decline on a per 
capita basis by 11% since 1990 with per capita bus boardings declining by 33%); see also 
University of California Institute for Transportation Studies, Falling Transit Ridership: California 
and Southern California (Jan. 2018), 
https://www.scag.ca.gov/Documents/ITS_SCAG_Transit_Ridership.pdf (showing Los Angeles 
regional public transit decline). 
27 TRIP, California Transportation by the Numbers (Aug. 2016), 
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/CA_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_2016.p
df.  
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adverse health impacts to individual commuters,28 as well as adverse economic impacts to drivers 

and the California economy,29 from excessive commutes have also worsened.  

19. In 2016 and 2017, the combination of increased congestion and more VMT 

reversed decades of air quality improvements in California, and caused increased emissions of 

both GHG and other traditional air pollutants that cause smog and other adverse health effects,30 

for which reductions have long been mandated under federal and state clean air laws. 

20. In short, in the vast majority of California, and for the whole of its Latino and 

African American populations, the story of California’s “thriving” economy is built on CARB’s 

reliance on misleading statewide averages, which are distorted by the unprecedented 

concentration of stock market wealth created by the Bay Area technology industry. 

21. For most Californians, especially those who lost their home in the Great Recession 

(with foreclosures disproportionately affecting minority homeowners),31 or who never owned a 

home and are struggling with college loans or struggling to find a steady job that pays enough to 

cover California’s extraordinary living costs, CARB’s assertion that California is a booming, 

“clean and green” economy is a distant fiction.  

B. California’s Historical Use of Environmental and Zoning Laws and 

Regulations to Oppress and Marginalize Minority Communities 

22. The current plight of minority communities in California is the product of many 

decades of institutional racism, perpetuated by school bureaucrats of the 1940’s who defended the 

“separate but equal” system, highway bureaucrats of the 1950’s who targeted minority 

neighborhoods for demolition to make way for freeway routes, urban planning bureaucrats in the 

                                                 
28 Carolyn Kylstra, 10 Things Your Commute Does to Your Body, Time Magazine (Feb. 2014), 
http://time.com/9912/10-things-your-commute-does-to-your-body/.   
29 TRIP, California Transportation by the Numbers (Aug. 2016), 
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/CA_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_2016.p
df (stating that traffic congestion is estimated to cost California $28 billion, including lost time 
for drivers and businesses, and wasted fuels).   
30 Next 10, 2017 CA Green Innovation Index (Aug. 22, 2017), 
http://next10.org/sites/default/files/2017-CA-Green-Innovation-Index-2.pdf. 
31 Gillian White, The Recession’s Racial Slant, Atlantic Magazine (June 24, 2015), 
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/06/black-recession-housing-race/396725/.  
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