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Committee Approves Bill to Prohibit EPA from Using Secret Science
June 24, 2014

Washington, D.C. — The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology today approved the
Secret Science Reform Act of 2014 (H.R. 4012) to require that the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) base its regulations on data that is public.

Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Texas): “The EPA’s regulatory process is both hidden and flawed.
It hides the data and then handpicks scientists to review it. The American people foot the bill for
the EPA’s billion dollar regulations and they have the right to see the underlying data. If the EPA
has nothing to hide, and if their data really justifies their regulations, why not make the
information public? Data sharing is becoming increasingly common across scientific disciplines.
The legislation requires that EPA science be available for validation and replication. Americans
impacted by EPA regulations have a right to see the data and determine for themselves if the
agency’s actions are based on sound science or a partisan agenda. This bill ensures transparency
and accountability. The American people deserve the facts. And so does good policy.”

The Secret Science Reform Act was introduced by Environment Subcommittee Chairman David
Schweikert (R-Ariz.) and has received letters of support from over 80 scientists and experts, 30
trade associations, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the former head of the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, the former head of EPA’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, and
the California Construction Trucking Association.

Subcommittee Chairman Schweikert: “Public policy by public data. Today, with the reporting
of H.R. 4012, the Committee took a big step forward in ensuring transparency for the American
people.”

The Secret Science Reform Act does not require any disclosure of confidential information. It
would only prohibit EPA’s use of secret science. A 2013 poll from the Institute of Energy
Research found that 90 percent of Americans agree that studies and data used to make federal
government decisions should be made public.

Provisions in the bill are consistent with the White House’s scientific integrity policy, the
President’s Executive Order 13563, data access provisions of major scientific journals, the
Bipartisan Policy Center and the recommendations of the Obama administration’s top science
advisors.

For more information on today’s markup, including amendments and roll call votes, visit the
Science, Space, and Technology Committee website.

June 24, 2014 Wall Street Journal Op-Ed by Lamar Smith "What is the EPA Hiding from the
Public?": http://online.wsj.com/articles/lamar-smith-what-is-the-epa-hiding-from-the-public-
1403563536

Letters Supporting H.R. 4012: http://science.house.gov/letters-support-secret-science-reform-
act-2014-hr-4012

87 Experts Letter of Support 30 Trade Associations Letter of Support U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Letter of Support Dr. Graham Letter of Support Dr. McClellan Letter of Support
CCTA Letter of Support
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Secret Science Reform Act of 2014 (H.R. 4012):

"To prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency from proposing, finalizing, or disseminating
regulations or assessments based upon science that is not transparent or reproducible.

Section 6(b) of the Environmental Research, Development, and Demonstration Authorization
Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 4363 note) is amended to read as follows:

(1) The Administrator shall not propose, finalize, or disseminate a covered action unless all
scientific and technical information relied on to support such covered action is

(A) specifically identified; and

(B) publicly available in a manner that is sufficient for independent analysis and substantial
reproduction of research results.

(2) Nothing in the subsection shall be construed as requiring the public dissemination of
information the disclosure of which is prohibited by law.

(3) In this subsection
(A) the term covered action means a risk, exposure, or hazard assessment, criteria document,
standard, limitation, regulation, regulatory impact analysis, or guidance; and
(B) the term scientific and technical information includes
(i) materials, data, and associated protocols necessary to understand, assess, extend
conclusions;
(if) computer codes and models involved in the creation and analysis of such
information;
(iii) recorded factual materials; and
(iv) detailed descriptions of how to access and use such information."
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